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enormous amount of punishment, but they are never trained,,
and have little stamina. For the first two or three rounds
they go at it hammer and tongs, slogging each other, giving
and taking hits full on the face and jaw hard enough to
kill most men, but seemingly without any effect. By rthe
fourth or fifth round, however, both combatants are usually
hanging on to each other, with salivery lips and bloodshot
eyes, breathing /in obvious pain. They seem to have no
wind at all, and the fights which I saw all ended with both
combatants absolutely exhausted, neither having sufficient
energy to deal the c coup de grace' to his pathetically weak
opponent. Here again the best entertainment is had by the
onlooker. The audience is mainly comprised of natives,'
who in a very mild way bet on the results of the various
bouts, support for a particular candidate usually depending
on the relations between the tribe he represents and those
who predominate in the audience. The excitement at the
boxing tourneys is terrific. The roars and groans in half a
dozen Melanesian dialects would do justice to an audience
twenty times as large.

The boxers get about 20 francs if they win and 10 francs
if they lose, 3/- and I/- respectively, which seems a trifle
inadequate in respect of the cut lips,, puffed up eyes and
bruised muscles they collect for their evening's work

The chief entertainment for whites in Noumea is a very
rare horse race at St. Louis, or an even rarer ball at the
Town Hall. This latter is a splendid affair, with gallant
officers of the garrison in 'grand tenue,5 and lovely ladies
out for conquests, employing more refined methods than the
primitive popinees at the band concert.